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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. Srr,—The great and incessant charge which is 
mace against Universalism, is that it leads to licentious- 
ness. Notwithstanding this charge has over and over 
again been refuted, and proved to be fulse, yet do those 
who are opposed to us repeat it with a pertinacity that 
cannot be exceeded. When they have been unable to 
prove that our doctrine is false, and they have been driv- 
en from all their positions, their last resort is to cry out 
licentiousness ! licentiousness! They @o not pretend 
to prove from scripture, nor frpm the actual effect that 
this doctrine has on the lives of its professors, that this 
aspersion is true, but they shut their eyes and their ears, 
and will hear nothing that can convict them of their ob- 
stinacy and error. 

As the evidence of reason and revelation appear 
in this case to haye no weight with our opponents, I 
know of no way so well calculated to remove this veil 
of deception from the eyes of the world, as the exhibi- 
tion of the real effects of Universalism on its professors, 
is respects their moral conduct. 

I have in my possession, a small manuscript volume 
called ** My Pocket Companion,” written by a young 
man when about eighteen years of age. Having from 
his infancy been taught the doctrine of the final salva- 
tion of all men, a better subject to test the morality of 
Universalism, could not be had. His temper was natur- 
ally bad, and his passions strong and violent. He lived in 
a large city where he was surrounded and beset with vice 
in its most alluring forms. He was troubled with com- 
panions, vicious and immoral, who tried to draw him 
from the paths of virtue, to plunge him into the vortex 
of vice. No human aid was extended to preserve bin ; 

ston alone, subject to the impetubdsity of his passions, 
-ad the bewitching temptations of the world. His situ- 
tou was truly perilous, but he marched steadily on in 
the paths of virtue. And what was it preserved him? 
Nothing but Universelism! Universalism was his guar- 
‘ian angel. This taught him, that Christ died for all 
ruenkind, and consequently for him, to redeem them 
fom iniquity ; and so great was the effect that the un- 
nennded love of God, had on his mind, that he was able 
‘o stand firm in the midst of tempation. ‘* Shall I, (he 
would ask himself,) be so ungrateful, in return for the 
love and sufferings of my Saviour, as to disregar 4 his sa- 
cred precepts, which were given to promote my happi- 
yess, and plunge into that vortex from which he died to 
cave me??? ‘** Shall I sin that grace may abound; no, 
ftod forbid.’ 

in order to have as he called it, a faithful mentor, al- 
ways with him, he composed the epitome of his faith, 
and the religious and moral precepts of which copies are 
enclosed. He wrote them without regard to style or 
order, as they were intended for no eye but his 
own, and he has never shown them to any but myself. 
As respects the doctrine and the morals which they con- 
iam, | shall say nothing, they speak for themselves. He 
has, I know, faithfully endeazoured to be governed strict- 
ty by them ; to expect that he could perfectly conform 
to them, would be more than we have aright to ex 
from human nature. 

Believing them t® be a fair specimen of the morality of 
Universalism, and a striking example of the falsity of 
the charge which is constantly sounded in our ears, I 
have taken the liberty to transcribe them, and herewith 
enclose them to you, with permission to make such use 
of them as you may deem proper. 

With respect and esteem, | am your's, &c, 
. RELLY. 


te 


EPITOME OF FAITH. 


The mind of man, unless it has something constantly 
tefore it to remind it of them, is apt to forget many of 
its religious and moral duties, when under the influence 
of its passions. With the view of having with me a 


|holds it, is lost in wonder, astonishment and love! I 
‘might expatiate very largely on this astonishing scene, 


constant companion, that would faithfully perform the but | cannot do it justice, suffice it to say that it shows 


lrough and imperfect manner a short system of which 
‘the following is a copy revised. Having found it to be 
‘useful, I have been induced to transcribe it with addi- 
, tions and amendments into this volume which I have had 
| bound for the purpose. The followmg preface was af- 
‘fixed to the other copy, and conceiving it to be appro- 
, priate, I insert it here. 

| Believing, that if] were to form some regular or sys- 
| tematic rules, for my own government, that they would 
| tend to promote my welfare and happimess, and prevent 
|me from following the irapulse of my passions, I have 
| composed the following system or code of laws (if I may 
'so term it) for regulating my conduct, in my commerce 

with the world. 

1 have been careful to make every rule and maxim 
|conform with the principles of our divine Religion, as I 
most fully believe every thing to be evil which is con- 
trary to it. 

To make it a complete system I have perfixed to it a 
brief view of my religious and political opinions. Reli- 
gion, I conceive to be the most important subject in 
which the mind can engage. It is far superior to every 
thing else as heaven is to earth, or as the knowledge of 
eternity is to the knowledge of a few short years. How 
necessary then is it, that man should pay it that atten- 
tion, which its importance demands, but alas, the great 
mass of mankind, treat it as a matter of very little con- 
sequence, while the mean, perishing things of this pass- 
ing state, engross their whole souls. How grateful then, 
should I be to the Giver of all good, that He has in the 
days of my youth, taught me the importance of this ho- 
ly science, and directed my attention to it. It is tome, 
indeed, a jewel of inestimable value, ‘* more worth than 
sums of countless gold could pay.’ Deprive me of the 
knowledge of religion, and give me in its place, all the 
honours, wealth and tinsel which are so much sought by 
mankind, you turn me out of hearen into hell. 

If ] possess any good qualities, I have derived them 
from the divine fountain whose streams always flow to 
enrich and fertilize the soul of man. It is this which 
has mspired me with a wish to progress In righteousness 
and to approach as near to the perfection of our divine 
Redeemer as human nature, in this state of moral de- 
_pravity can. To promote this object, I have drawn 
these regulations with the most fervent wishes that they 
may have the desired effect. But J know my own week- 
ness and the impossibility of doing of myself any good 
thing ; I therefore, most fervently pray unto my heavenly 





Father, that he would enable me, by the infiuence of his | 
holy spirit, not only to live agreeably to these rules, but | 
that I may be enabled to perform every good work which , 
is incumbent upon me. 

It may be, perhaps, proper to state, that as regards | 
my hope of eternal life, | put no confidence in these good 
works, as a means of my justification; though they were 
perfect (which they cannot be) I should consider them as 
filthy rags, and trust in the life; death and resurrection | 
of our Saviour, as the only eflicient causes of justification ' 
before God. 





RELIGION, 

As being of the first importar-ce, I shall describe my 
religious opinions. ‘The joys which flow from religion | 
are indescribable. In prosperity it dilutes the heart with 

titude to our heavenly Father for the favours which | 





teaches us to view it in its true character, as a precari-: 
| ous thing which may soon pass away. It also, prepares | 
‘us to meet the misfortunes of life with fortitude and re- | 
‘signation. When in distress, it is indeed the balm of 
, Gilead, for it teaches us that we shall soon exchange 
| our sorrows for never ending bliss. Im the hour of dis- 
tress it points us to that heaven where all our hopes and 
joys centre, where we shall, in a short time, enter upon 
the full enjoyment of them. Religion teaches us to view 
God as our Father, whose love for us, is like himself, in- 
finite. It unfolds to us a scene of grace and love the 
most astonishing that the mind can conceive of; nay, 
‘the mind of mind cannot comprehend it, but when it be- 








Jesus. The knowledge of this glorious truth, expels 
from my breast all fear and terror, infuses into my sou! 
the most exquisite joy and enables me to look forwerd 
with joy to that.event, which will free me from this state 
of bondage. 

As the foundation of my faith, 1 believe most confi- 
dently, the seryptures to be a revelation from God. As 
taught by revelation | believe the Almighty to be a sel 
existent Beiag, of whose existence there was no begin- 
ning and can be no end—that he possesses within him- 
self, infinite power, unerring wisdom and boundless love, 
that these are equal and always in exercise to promote 
the happiness of his creatures, That it pleased him in 
his goodness to make the world, and to create man to 
inhabit it, as described in Genesis. That he made man 
in his own image, a good and pure being, but liable to 
fall from that state in which he was placed. Thatsatan, 
under the figure of a serpent, is represented as seducing 
our mother Eve from her duty to heaven, which caused 
the fall and ruin of our first parents, and the fall of the 
human race, That Jehovah, foreseeing this event, had 
before the foundation of the world, prepared a remedy 
for the disease, and mercifully mitigated the punishment 
of our first parents, by declaring unto them, that the evil 
which had been introduced into the world should be de- 
stroyed, and they consequently, with all thet descend- 
ants, estored to their original state of purity and hap- 
piness. This divine and most consoling truth, was de- 
clared in these words; **the seed of the woman shall 
bruise the serpent’s head.’? This heavenly prediction 
has already been fulfilled. That seed is our blessed Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, who moved by divine love and 
compassion, of which we can have no conception, de- 
scended from heaven, clothed himself in our humanity 
and gave bimself a ransom for the whole human race— 
not excepting one individual. In the language of holy 
writ, ‘* He gave himself a ransom for all to be testified 
in due time’ ‘* And when he had by himself purged 
our sins he took his seat at the right hand of the majes- 
ty on high.” And further, ** Jesus Christ is a propitia- 
tion for our sins and not for ours only, but for the sins of 
the whole world.’ I conceive that there is no tauth, 
more fully proved in scripture, than that Jesus died for 
all, and that those for whom he died, must certainly be 
saved. 

Were I to enter at large upon the subject, I should 
fill a volume; but as my object is merely to give a brief 
epitome of my faith, I must necessarily peed to a close ; 
suffice it then to say that [ am most simeerely and that 
I glory in it, a Universalist.’ That is, I believe that the 
Almighty made every creature to glorify and enjoy him 
forever; that in all his dealings with his creatures; his 
object is their felicity ; and that there is no power which 
can frustrate his divine and glorious purpose. 

There are several other points which I do not deem it 
necessary to mention. I therefore close this article by 
repeating, that I consider Religion to be the most im- 
portant subject that can engage the attention of man, 
this side Heaven. 


{In order that the present may have no connection 


| with the first volume of the Magazine, (as there are ma- 


ny who commence with this volume,) we here again 
insert the ‘* Religious and Moral Precepts,” published 


pect | he hath bestowed upon us; and at'the same time it jn our last, with some additions, as the reader will no- 


tice that they are necessarily connected with the fore- 
going * Epitome of Faith,” which was not discovered 
until putting the above in type. ] 


MORAL AND RELIGIOUS PRECEPTS, 
Make Religion the rule of every principle and action. 
Never do any thing which is contrary to its principles, 
nor espouse any cause which it will not justify. 


Let our Saviour’s golden rule be the standard to re- 
gulate your actions and dealings with the world. Do 
unto others as you would have them do unto you. 


In all your dealings be strictly, honest and never for 
the sake of gain do an unworthy action. 


Never do any thing of which you are not certain it is 


office of a mentor, I drew up, some time since, in ajus the final salvation of ALL MEN, secured in Christ) just and honourable. 
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Pay a most implicit regard to truth, and let nothing; walk. Could any doctrine be invented, that would rope,” still he cannot become more vile than the child 
however advatageous it may be, tempt you to viols‘e | have a more direct tendency to loosen the bonds of so- of twelve years old, who is totally depraved. In fine, 
its sacred laws. ciety, and destroy all moral obligation, both to God , all degrees of moral turpitude are lost upon such an hy- 

and man? pothesis. ‘The man of gray hairs, as well as the puny 
: 2d. The doctrine is objectionable, in as much as it infant at the breast, are neither more nor less than com- 

Never magnify the faults of any, not even of your) jg dishonourable to God. When God created man, he pletely depraved, aud consequently both alike guilty, 
enemies, but on the contrary always palliate their ef-| fopmed him in his own likeness, and inipressed upon! These arguments will apply with equal force aguinst 
rors as much as a regard to truth and equity will per-| him his own divine lineaments; in as much as he gave the doctrine of infinite sin; for no one will de ny but 
init. |him an immortal spirit, capable of being fed forever that the youth as well as the adult can commit som: 








Never use profane or obscene language. 























Never wound, if it can possibly be avoided, the feel- 
ings of any, but treat all with respect, kindness and af- 
fability. 

Never retaliate on an enemy the injury he may do 
you, but endeavour by kindness to remove his enmity. 
if calumniated, vindicate your character, but do not 
retort upon your calumniator. 


» Neyer evince a proud, haughty or vain spirit, but be 
meek and humble. 


Consider and treat all mankind as your brethren. 


Try to obtain an equanimity of temper which nothing | 
can ruffle—Be always calm and cool, the same in ad-| 


versity as in prosperity, never elated, never depressed. 


@ Be careful to guard against peevishness and petulence 
of temper, and be mild and gentle. 


Never flatter any person, however high and dignified 
may be his station, nor scringe to wealth and power to 
promote your own views. 


Guard against flattery as you would against the 
wiles of aserpent. It debases and degrades a man to 
suffer flatterers to obtain any influence over him by 
flattery. Therefore when you see a person endeavour- 
ing to gain your favour by such despicable means, frown 
upon him as you would upon oue who should attempt 
to poison you; for no poison is so much to be dreaded 
as flattery. 


Always remember these divine words of our blessed 
Saviour, and be governed by them. ‘‘ Then came Pe- 
ter to him, and said Lord, how oft shall my brother sin 
against me and I forgive him? till seventimes? Jesus 
saith unto him, I say not unto thee, until seven times, 
hut until seventy times seven.” 


Always contend earnestly for the truths of the gos- 
pel, but do it with gentleness and love. Never suffer 
yourself to exult over a fallen opponent, nor use offen- 
sive language; but let your words prove that Univer- 
«alism Causes its professors to love their fellow men, of 
all sects and all parties. 
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TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 


Tue doctrine of total depravity, is so dishonourable 
to God, and derogatory to man; and involves in it so 
many palpable contradictions, repugnant to every gen- 
erous feeling of the human heart; that we raise the 
following formidable objections to it. 

Ist. It does away moral obligation, and leads to li- 
eentiousness. For the actions of men in general, cor- 
respond with their beJief. Thus, he that believes there 
is no God, will fear, love, and adore no God. And he 
that knows it is his unalterable lot to be a menial slave, 
will be the last man on earth, we should expect to find 
emulous to excell in deeds of virtue and praise. And 
would not that person manifest the greate:t marks of 
sanity, who should indulge the thought of aggregating 
‘0 himself an immense fortune, by bodily labour, when 
he was born blind, helpless and deformed? Would 
such persons consider themselves under any moral ob- 
ligation to alter their prrsent state, or would they not 
rather veiw themseves necessiated to remain as they 
were? Not dissimilar to theirs, is the state in which 
the totally depraved are placed. Are not all the in- 
ducements to virtue and morality lost upon such an hy- 
pothesis? Who would attempt to do that, which it 
was Both morally and physically impossible for him to 
perform? If men are so far depraved, that they can- 
not perform one good act, or have one pure desire, un- 
til their natures become completely renovated by the 
zrace of God, it would be folly in any one, to exhort 
them to forsake their sins; and wisdom in them to re- 
main as contented in, and become as much reconciled 
to their present lot as possible. 

If men are bound hand and foot, it is an indignity to 
exhort them to come to God by way of prayer, and re- 
pentance; or to make any exertions to receive, retain, 
snd cherish the holy spirit, seeing they have not the 
least vestige of holiness to enable them to perform the 
same. As well might a dead man be commanded to 


| nally undiminished around his throne. 


from the inexhaustible treasures of his grace, and of sins, and if all sin be infinite, (and all must be if ang 


drinking in from the rivers of pleasures, that flow eter- 
And shall it be 
|}said that the noblest work of “six days labour of a 


are) he must he as guilty as the most abandoned wretch 
in the universe. But, here with propriety the question 
may be asked, how then can one sin be more heinous 


God,” is the ** only blemish on his praise”? that man}in the sight of God than another? and it must be an- 


| is totally worthless? Do not the undying souls of men, 
their ardent desire after happiness, and their capacity 
to enjoy it, render them of infinite value ? 
totally depraved being have any excellence, or intrinsic 





more worthless; but we would beg to know, how such 
beings could have either sense, reason, or judgment? 
These are certainly excellent, when considered in their 
proper place, and with a regard to their proper end; 
which, if they did possess, would render them far from 
being completely depraved. When the Lord had form- 


der the controul of man; which is an evidence of his 
superiority. And when he had rested from his labours, 


to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving,” saith 
an inspired writer. Now, if God viewed all his crea- 


sible, that any subsequent act of theirs can have made 
such a complete change in their whole natures, that 
their Maker caunot now look upon them but with 
the utmost abhorrence, as beings completely de- 
praved? And how can God love such beings? He 
cannot love that which is evil; for he hath said, sin is 
that abominable thing which I hate. And yet, we can, 
conceive of no greater evil than a totally depraved 
heart. In fine, the sentiment is dishonourable, both to 
man and his Maker. What greater indignity could be 
offered to a kind, good and wise parent, and his chil- 
dren, than for him to be constantly told, by those who 
were pensioners upon his bounty, that his children were 
the most polluted, depraved, ungovernable wretches 
in creation? And all this too, to manifest a great out- 
ward show of humility, and self abasement. Would 
such treatment conciliate the esteem, or gain the ap- 
plause, of so bountiful a benefactor? certainly not. 
3d. Other proofs of the fallacy of the sentiment, un- 
der consideration, may be drawn from the characters, 
and actions of men; but in so doing, we shall not re- 
sort to those, who, by a long course of habitual sins, 
are hardened in vice, and hackneyed in the ways of 
the world. (In every general rule, there are some ex- 
ceptions to be made.) Neither shall we condemn the 
whole human race, on the account of the conduct of a 
few individuals ; but we shall refer you to the true phi- 
janthropist, who views mankind, not as savage beasts 
destined to devour each other; but as children of one 
comimon parent, comnected by the same common ties 
of nature and affinity. Ina state of childhood, when 
the mind is flexible, and the heart is tender, we behold 
a Dative sofiness, humanity and tenderness, which 
should convince every honest heart, that they do not 
inherit total depravity. Here the powers of selfishness 
are feeble. The mind has not as yet become perverted 
by a commerce with the world; but is replete with the 
kindest wishes, end the most endearing sentiments ; 
and alas! how often does it experience, on its entrance 
on the stage of action, that its feelings and sentiments 
are too pure for the corruptions of society. What 
teachable dispositions do many possess; and if placed 
under good governors and tutors, bow easily are the 
seeds of virtue, piety and truth, sown in their youthful 
breasts? We do notsay that all children possess these 
amiable characters and dispositions ; but certainly there 
are many that do, who as yet have made no pretensions 
to a change of heart; which is a proof that they are 
not completely depraved. If this is not the case, why 
should ministers and teachers so frequently urge the 
necessity of an attention to religion in youth, as being 
the most proper time? Is it not because their minds 
have not as yet become hardened by vicious practices? 
But, if we admit hereditary depravity, all such argu- 
ments must be deceptive and vain; in as much as the 
youth would already be as bad as he could be, and do 
what he would he could become no worse ; for there is 
nothing worse than total depravity. And on the other 
hand, the aged vetran in sin has nothing to fear from 





Jactual transgression, for let him sin ‘as with a cart 





swered in the negative. 
There is a faculty of the mind, which consists in au 


But can a’! instantaneous disgust or admiration of moral vice, or 
; virtue; from which may be drawn proofs against the 
worth? if men are completely vitiated, they are sunk | doctrine of total depravity, and in honour of the human 
far below the brafe:ereation that perish, and are far) races 


We will notice some of its operations. ‘Thus, 
when we hear of any base or malignant action, we feel 


| a sudden emotion of indignation and regret; when we 
read the news of the destroying march of bigotry, su- 
, perstition and oppression, what are the feelings of our 
| . ° ae 

_ hearts, but the mingled emotions of pity and abhorrence 


And are we not instantaneously enraptured at the vir- 


ed the earth, and all things therein, he placed them un- | tuous, and the magnanimity of the benevolent? If the 
, heart be to totally depraved, whence arise these tender, 
{ humane, heroic, and magnanimous feelings and senti- 
he ** pronounced them all very good,” man not except- | ments, which seem to be interwoven with our natures ? 
ed. ‘* Every creature of the Lord is good, and nothing | It is to these generous feelings and sentiments of the 
‘human breast, that we are indebted, under God, for the 
| civil, political and religious privileges, and blessings we 
tures as good, when he had made them, can it be pos-| now enjoy. 
, evil, and hated all good, that could not have one de- 


Would beings who were in love with ali 


vout thought, or desire, shed their blood to obtain these 
blessings, which it is virtue to reverence, and the bas- 
est of ingratitude to violate? And yet we all more or 
less desire them. Should it be said that none experi- 
ence these feelings but those who have undergone a 
miraculous change of heart, we reply, that they are not 
confined to any one sect, age, or nation, to professors 
more than non-professors, but exist in a greater or Jess- 
er degree in the bosoms of all men; even the savage of 
the forest, who never heard the name of a Christ, will 
frequently part with his last morsel to relieve his for- 
lorn guest; and the child of affliction will forget his 
own distresses, in sympathising with others in their mis- 
fortunes. In fine, the conclusion is obvious; there 
must exist in the bosom of man, some inherent good 
qualities which render him far from being totally de- 
praved. ee. 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 
Ar the commencement of the second volume of the 
Universalist Magazine, the Editor feels it a duty, which 
is imposed by meny valuable communications, to express 


| his grateful acknowledgments for those free wiil offerings, 


which have been devoted to enrich our columns with in- 
teresting, instructing, and edifying labours; anc which 
have served, in an extensive degree, the essential inter- 
est which this work is° designed to promote. To this 
most sincere tribute of gratitude he ventures to add his 
most respectful solicitations for a continuance of com- 
munications, as may suit the convenience of those whose 
former liberality has imposed so many obligations. He 
would furthermore wish to have it understood, this pa- 
per is open to receive the religious and moral sentiments 
of the virtuous and good of any denomination, and that 
it ig solicitous of béing the medium of open and free dis- 
cussion, that thereby its utility to the public may be 


enlarged. 





We have received from *“*C x H” of Malden, a re- 


quest to present to the readers of the Magazine, the 
doctrine of the New Testament concerning the will! of 
God respecting the wicked. Our friend expresses a be- 
lief that the will of God concerning sinners is fully man- 
ifested in Jesus Christ, and that an extensive view of 
the apostle’s words, ‘“‘ God was manifested in the flesh,” 
would tend to settle the question under consideration. 
We agree with him in his opinion for the reason which 
he suggests, viz. that though no man hath seen God at 
any time ; but the only begotten son, who Is in the bo- 


lia aa. II: aac ye 
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som of the Father, he hath revealed him. 





As the ques- 
tion concerning the will of God respecting the wicked, 
is very much agitated ; and as many are asking “ what 
will become of the wicked?” we think that a general 
view of the scriptures of the New Testament on the sub- 
ject may be both proper and seasonable. We shall, 
therefore, as soon as is convenient, present our readers 
with the best we can obtain on this subject; and if any 
of our liberal correspondents, who have hitherto contri- 
buted so much towards the intellectual entertainments 
»¢ the Macazine have any thing to offer on this subject 
‘t will be received with gratitude. 


3D eo 


Io the Rev. Wittzam WiiiiaMs, of Wrentham, 

Sim,—I hope you will not think it amiss in me to ad- 
dress you on the subject of your remarks, which you 
meade in your pulpit lest Sabbath, on two lines of a 
piece of poetry in the 51st No. of the Magazine, which 
are the following: 

“ Conversion, what an empty word! 
Place not your trust on things like this.” 

These words you quoted without their connexion, 
and also without giving your hearers the least intimation 
concerning the subject of the writer; but proceeded to 
insinuate your hearers to believe that Universalists do 
not believe that it is necessary for the sinner to’ be con- 
verted from the error of his ways. 

I am, Rev. Sir, exceeding sorry to say my information 
concerning this piece of your public conduct is such that 
I entertain no doubts respecting it. Mr. Bowen, the 
publisher of this paper, being present at your meeting 
last Sabbath, and hearing you thus misrepresent the a- 
bove two lines of poetry, is my informant. And as a 
further confirmation that he was under no mistake, he 
conversed with some of your parish afterward on this 
subject, who manifested great dissatisfaction at such 
gross misrepresentation. 

The peice of poetry, out of which you selected these 


two lines, was written by a young man of my parish im 


Boston. His mind was led to the subject by a Sermon 
which I had recently delivered from Psalm xx, 7, “ Some 
trust in chariots, and some in horses; but werwill re- 
member the Lord ovr God.’ It was one of the objects 
of this discourse to point out the proneness of the human 
heart, to trust in something short ‘of the Lord our God. 
And among other things what people call conversion 
was noticed as a something that many professors put 
their trust in for salvation. The idea is this; allowing 
that a sinner is truly converted from the error of 
his way, yet his faith, his confidence, his trust should 
not be in his conversion, but in God, by whose grace he 
became converted. Now this is the subject of this short 
poem. It is headed, “* Trust 1n Gop”; and the oth- 
er two limes in the verse from which you quoted, read 
‘thus : 

* Rest on your faith, repos’d in God, 

»T will lead you to eternal rest.” 

When this piece was handed to me, I cast my eye 
ever it, and pointed the author to the word conversion, 
and asked him whether there was not some danger of 
his not being understood by superficial readers. 1 well 
knew that no discerning, unprejudiced mind could make 
amy mistake; but | was unwilling to give even prejudice 
any occasion, and therefore obtained liberty to subjoin 
a note which is the following : 


“lt is presumed that the author does not mean to 
speak against genuine conversion, but only against such 
a conversion as too many are Jed to put their trust in, 
m room of trusting in God.” 


Now, Rev. Sir, was not all this a sufficient guard a- 
gainst your inclination to misrepresent the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation?: You profess to believe in conver- 
sion, in regeneration, in being born agam. But, dear sir, 
if a man who is converted, regenerated and born again, 
and who professes to be a miuister of the spiritual king- 
dom of the Saviour, and one too who has attained to 
your age, can go deliberately to work, in the desk eon- 
secrated to holy service, and exert all his ingenuity to 
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deceive his audience, to misrepresent the religious belief 
of his own parishioners, of what great service can his 
conversion be, either to himself or to society? If you 
wish to conviuce the people who hear you preach, that 
there is reality in. conversion, which permit me to inform 
you, that Universalists believe as much as any denomi- 
nations of christrians, why do you not put off the old 
man with his deeds; and put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and true holiness? 
Why do you not remember the divine master’s golden 
rule, to do by others as ye would be done by? Could 
you take any pleasure in hearing your own sentiments 
misrepresented, and tortured to make them appear odi- 
ous? If not, how do you suppose your hearers felt to hear 
you imveigh against their most religious belief, and en- 
deavour to make it appear hateful? 

My dear sir, as this your faitit was public, 1 take this 
public method to admonish you, and to invite you to 
reform, and to make such recantation as may satisfy 
your dissatisfied hearers, and»your own rectified con- 
science. .And | would furthermore inform you of my 
good will towards you, and promise to make any thing 
which you may communicate, calculated to satsify your 
injured brethren, as public as this admonition. 

Your’s in sincerity and faithfulness. 
HOSEA BALLOU. 
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A QUESTION IN DIVINITY. 


ALLOWING the orthodox creed to be true, viz. that 
the sovereign creator, did, for his own glory, from all 
eternity predestinate a large portion of the human fami- 
ly to suffer inconceivable torments time without end, 
what reason have they to love God? 

1 order to answer this question it seems proper to call 
into consideration certain laws by which the human af- 
fections are governed. It will be granted on all hands, 
that man is capable of loving that which to him appears 
agreeable or advantageous, and of feeling an aversion to 
every thing which appears of a contrary character. But 


his affections, and compel himseif to love that which 
appears altogether contrary to his comfort; and it is 
equally true that he cannot hate what appears every way 
calculated to render him happy. From these known 
facts, it seems perfectly reasonable to infer, that the on- 
ly way by which those who were predestinated to a 
state of endless woe, can be brought to love the Crea- 
tor, is to be deceived, and to imagine that he is their 
friend, when in fact he is not. ‘this seems to lead to 
further inquiry. We are naturally induced to ask why 
these poor wretches were thus doomed to everlasting 
woe? But the answer is already given; they were thus 
predestinated for the glory of God. We ask again, 
what attribute of God is glorified by this dreadfe! suffer- 
ing? It is said that Justice is to be forever gloritied in 
this way. But this would suppose that justice required 
this suffering on account of the wrongs done by the suf- 
ferers ; but this is impossibles for they were predestinat- 
ed to this awful torment before they were brought into 
actual existence. Yet orthodoxy contends that the 
non-elect deserve their damnation because they do not 
love God, while this same orthodoxy is the occasion 
why men do not love him! If we were left to form our 
ideas of our Creator from his own works, we should be- 
lieve him to be good, and therefore, by an invariable 
law of our nature should love him. But we are com- 
pelled to revolt, in our affections, from God, when we 
are made to believe him to be an absolute tyrant, dis- 
regarding altogether the happiness of his rational crea- 
tures, and bringing them into existence to gratify him- 
self by enduring inconceivable misery forever amd ever. 

If we do not reason correctly on this subject, we 
should be greatly obliged if any kind fiiend would.shew 
us how to reason better. 

: passe ed 


How can “ Christ be the Sawour of all men, with 
out ali men are saved by, hun ’--Gospel Herald, 





hto reverse this is impossible. Man has no power to force } 
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INFORMATION, 
We are informed, from a respectable source, that 
the Rey. Lemurs Le Baroy, of Rochester, who for- 
bid the Editor going into his meeting house, on receiv 
ing the letter which the editor wrote him, and which 
was published in the 48th No, of the Magazine, read it 
and committed it to the flames! That he also burnt 
the paper in which the letter was published, which was 
sent to him by mail. And furthermore, that of his 
smal] church, three of the most respectable members 
have infermed the Rev. pastor that they cannot hold 
fellowship with him nor with his doctrine any longer. 
Thanks be to God that we are in a land of liberty, 
where the laws secure to us the sacred rights of con- 
science? where blind infuriate bigots can vent their 
malice on no human being. Let them burn letters and 
papers, and we will keep the records of their fury for 
inspection of the generations which are to come, How 
hateful the friends of partialism make their own doc- 
trine appear, by the blind enthusiasm employed in its 
defence. 
t+ 


§< Ovr respected Correspondent, the author of 
several letters to Professor Stuart, which were sometime 
since published in the Magazine, is informed, agreeable 
to his request, that the Nos. of the Magazine in which 
said letters were published, were sent to the Rev. Pro- - 
fessor, according to the author’s wishes. 





FIRES. 

On Monday evening Jast, fire was discovered in the 
extensive and valuable Brewery in Leverett-Place, at 
the West part of the town, owhed by Messrs. John Sow- - 
don & Co. which had attained such a height as baffled 
all the exertions miade to extinguish it, and the whole 
establishment, with the exception of a store house, was 
destroyed. 

In New-York, between thirty and forty dwelling 
houses and out buildings, meluding a distillery, and sit- 
uated in Broadway and White and Walk-Streets, were 
destroyed by fire. The loss is estimated at $70,000. 

In Troy, the most populous and wealthy part of the 
city was destroyed by fire on the 19th uit. It swept 
both sides the main street which runs parallel with the 
— Loss estimated at from 700,000 to 1,000,000 

ollars. 


—6+o— 


MORE PIRATES. ; 

Eleven of the fifteen persons put on board the schr. 
Augustus, Capt. Gibbs, from the Buenosayrean priva- 
teer General Condeau, and landed at Cape Cod, have 
been apprehended in this town, and examined before 
the Hon. Judge Davis, of the U. States District Court. 
They are all foreigners. At the close of the examina- 
tion, the four following persons, (viz.) Jose de Sylva, 
John Baptist Munos, Henry Askew, and Jacinto Mari- - 
ne, (three of them Spaniards and the other a Jamaica 
Creola,) were committed to take their trial at the next - 
October term of the Circuit Court, on a charge of pi- 
racy and murder. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Jones Dow to Miss Catharine Page. 

By Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Flavel Case, mer. to Miss 
Zilpah Sawyer. 

By Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. Aarom Pike.to: Miss Marg . 
Morse. 

By Rev, Dr. Baldwin, Mr. William Sanders to Miss * 
Susan Mullikin.—Mr. Joseph Daniels to Miss Sarah - 
Plumy. 

by Rer. Mr. arg Mr. Zor 2 ogre 8 to Miss Har- - 
riet M. Davis.—-Mr. Sylvester Holt to.Miss Sally, Aua 
Glazier. y Re 

At the Roman Catholic Church, Mr. John Daly'to ® 
Miss Margreher C, Lakin. 

Laces deemed * 
DIED, 

Tn this town, Miss Hannah Austin, daughter of Hon. 
Jonue. Austin, aged 25,—Miss Eliza Howard o1 Ran- 
dolph, 13.—Mrs. Elizabeth Ingersoll, 65.—Mr. William 
Gragg, 31.—Miss Ann L. Adams, 24.—Mr. Charles: M, 
Carieton, 24.—Mr. Job Weeden, 64.—Miss Susan P. 
Denniss, 17.—Mrs. Olive R. Peirce, 25.—Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Hudson, 65.—I wmeline, daughter of Mr. Thomas * 








Appleton, 7 montis. « « 
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~ ‘Mn. Eprron,—Beholding at one view, the freedom, 


peace and plenty that pervade our land, as well as also 
the delightful prospect of a redundancy of the produce 
Of the earth the present season,! have been induced has- 
tily to pen the following lines ; if they are congenial to 
the times, you are at liberty to insert them. H. 

* ODE TO FREEDOM AND PEACE. 


LET all assume their silver lyres, 
To raptures wake the string ; 

While Liberty their theme inspires, 
Her fame and glory sing. 

Behold oppression's broken chain, 
And fair Columbia free ; 

Now tyranny may rage in vain, 
Our boast is Liberty. 

When Freedom weep’d we heard her groans, 

Our bosoms caught the flame, 


Of melting pity at her moans, 
Which bade us Freedom claim. 


Hence tyranny in midnight born, 
Fly to some hideous cell ; 
Where brooding darkness knows no morn, 


Eternally to dwell. 


Let tyrants boast their lawless pow’r, 
Spreading destruction round— 

And thro’ the earth their minions pour, 
To scath fair Freedom’s ground. 


Tho’ long their mighty hosts have stood, 
While death led on the van, 

With sabres steep’d in Europe’s blood, 
That blast the hopes of man: 


Vet peace benign here fully reigns, 
No forces rush to war; 

But Freedom gladdens all the plains, 
And waves her silver star. 


Here justice holds her equal scale, 
And truth her smile imparts ; 

While virtue wears her whitest vail, 
And honour fires our hearts. 


Here Freedom fair in her career, 
Extends her mighty sway ; 

While knowledge in her golden sphere, 
Points out the hallow’d way. 


Here genius gilds the mental skies, 
And science charms the beart ; 

Here stately domes and turrets rise, 
Nurs’ries of ev’ry art. 

Here plenty with her lovely train, 

_ Spreads her rich treasures round ; 

While flocks and herds adorn the plain, 

- And herbs, fruits, plants, the ground, 


Are theses the blessings which we share ? 
» Andis our nation free? 
Do health and peace our besoms cheer ? 
Then hail! blest Liberty: 


“ Long live Columbia, happy land! 
> "P'6'georn th? oppressor*s frown ! 
For despot ne'er shall thee command ! 


No king but Gop alone! ! Heese, 


i 
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OF all the tyrannies on human kind, ’ 
The worst is that which persecutes the mind 
Let us but weigh at what offence we strike ; 
Tis but because we cannot think alike ; 

In punishing of this we overthrow 


The law of nations and of nature too. 
(Dryden. 
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PASTORAL. 
© The Lord 1s my Shepherd."* 
YE shepherds kind, who tend the fold, 
And guard the feeble young, 
Who seek a shelter from the cold, 
The hills and vales among ; 


And in the forest roam, 

Expos’d to savage beasts of prey, 
Say, would you bring them home ? 

If lame, or sick and {ike to die, 
Some tender lamb you see, 

To its relief O would jou fly, 
And its restorer be ? 

Armd for deferice, would you look on, 
And see the wolf draw near, 

And scatter death your flocks among, 
And thus neglect your care? 

Beneath your eyes could theft succeed 
To waste your flocks so dear? 

Or would you, to prevent the deed, 
Stand forth the owners there ? 

From you, ye shepherds, will I learn, 
My Saviour’s grace to prize, 

Who safely guards his flock from harm, 


Beneath his sleepless eyes. B. 
Oto 
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ANOTHER—FownDeEp on FACT. 
Last week, asdf a country town, 
Some herds and flocks I saw, 
All fatt’ning on the flow’ry lawn, 
By nature’s simple law. 


Alert, the lambs their gambols play’d. 
And frolick’d o’er the fields, 

While all around 1 saw display’d 
Such charms as nature yields. 

My eyes were feasting on the sight, 
My ears did sweetly ring, 

While ew’ry object gave delight 
And birds for joy did sing ; 

When, lo, my eyes arrested were, 
A piteous sight to me, 

A blund’ring lamb ran here and there, 
A lamb that covld not see. 


J griev’d to hear its melting moan, 
When from the dam astray, 
But joy’d to see the shepherd come, 
And bring the lamb away. 
This brought my shepherd to my mind, 
My Saviour and his charms, 
Who pity’d me when lost and blind, 
' And took me in his arms. B, 
=—=— ———— 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 














the M ine of June 17, 3 beg leave humbly to ask 
for a definition of * personal identity.” If it includes 
the idea of remembering the deeds done in the body, 
from the beginning ofour rational existence, so long as 
we shall exist, is it reasonable or scriptural to suppose 
that we shall feelingly remember only our good deeds 
and forget our bad opes? Is it not rather reasonable 
and scriptural to believe that we shal] remember our 
good deeds with pleasure and delight, and our evil deeds 


“4with remorse and displeasure; and thus be rewarded 
rand punished in the established course of nature and 








divine providence, exactly according to the deeds done 
in the body? 

When Joseph says to his brethren, ‘‘ Now, therefore 
be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold 
me,” he meant, undoubtedly tc comfort them all in his 


Should from your flocks some wand’rers stray, | 


Dear Siz,— y way of rejoinder to your reply in. 
u 
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power; but it was not in his power to take from them 
the shame and remorse, which they felt, from reflecting 
on the cruelty, with which they had treated him, when 
their bosoms were not truly fraternal. 

When it is said in scripture ** to whom little is for- 
given the same loveth little,’ and vice versa; | explain 
itin this manner. Supposing one person has commit, 
ted murder, and another theft ; the formwner is senienc- 
ed to death, the latter to a minor punishment; and 
both are forgiven. The former will love more tha» the 
latter; but he will still have to regret the having com- 
mitted a more atrocious crime, and consequently must 
continue to suffef more from remorse, than the latter, 

** Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repent- 
eth, more than over ninety and nine just persons whiclf 
need no repentance,”’ because true repentance includes 
reformation ; and the truly reformed will not only avoid 
sin and its consequences for time to come; but wil! 
work out their own salvation, while God works in them. 
and be laying up for themsclves treasures in heaven. 

You conclude with part of the ironical saying of king 

emuel’s mother, The whole verse stands thus; ** Lef 
him, (that is, him that is of a heavy heart) drink and 
forget his poverty and remember his misery no more,” 
This text I conceive to be directly in favour of the doc- 
trine | am attempting to advocate. Any one, who has 
attempted to forget his poverty end misery by resorting 
to strong drink, wiil acknowledge that his forgetfulness 
lasts but a short time; and so soon as the exhilerating 
effects of the stimulating cup are over, he remembers 
his poverty and misery with tenfold remorse, and has 
to regret the additional folly of fying to such an expe- 
dient for relief. I am, sir, respectfully, 

Your friend and humble servant, 
PRIESTLEY. 
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THREE VICTIMS ro tar DOCTRINE or DEVILS. 


“The Western, Reserve Chronicle, printed at War- 
ren, Trumbull county, (Ohio,) of June Ist, gives a dis- 
tressing account of the death of Philemon, William, and 
Cyrus, three only children of Mr. Zaphna and Mrs. 
Lois Stone, of Kinsmon, in that county, who were 
drown '.y the baod of their mother; The circum- 
stanecs are peculiar, and were Communicated for pub- 
ligation by a clergymen. Mr. and Mrs, Stone possess- 
€4 amiable dispositions, sustsined characters, and had 
Mived together im the wtmost harmony. During a late 
revival of réligion, Mrs. S. was awekened, and suppos- 


ed she had experienced a change of heart. Soon after, 
however, she settled down in a state ofgloem und me! 
ancholy, and declared that she had comu:itted the ur 


pardonable sin. 
Under this impression, and believing, that, is taken 
off at their present tender age the children would be 
happy ; and belicving, also, that, having committed the 
unpardonable sin, no injury would follow to herself ; 
while her husbend was gone to meeting, on Sunday, the 
14th of May, she drowned the little innocents in a 
spring about 5 feet deep. Verdict of the Coroner's In- 
quest was, * drowned by the motier in afit of insanity.’ 
THERE is nothing surprising in the above eecount. 
The transaction is, if not a very common, at_ least, « 
very natural consequence of a belief in the gloomy 
doctrimes of Calvinism ; doctrines which never added a 
particle to the happiness of human beings, (except those 
who arrogantly presumed themselves to have been elec- 
ted to eternal felicity as the peculiar favourites of hea- 
ven) but have been the source of incalculable misery 
and distress. The circumstances cannot fail to inspire 
every breast with sympathy for this deluded and wret- 
ched mother; and they ought to be equally powerful 
in exciting execration for those who compass earth and 
sea to make proselytes to doctrines equally repugnant 
to humanity, religion and common senve.Calary. 
— - eee 
FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A SERMON, delivered before the Universa!- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
Josava FLAGG, ministering at Seituat. 
The Curiy’s Scriptura Carecuisn,by the Rey. 


Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single 
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